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Integration of Economic and Cultural Values of Heritage in Heritage
Tourism Development Strategies for Sustainability: The Experience of
Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

Heritage is an integral part of cultural capital, possessing economic values that
contribute to sustainable tourism growth and play a crucial role in enhancing the
cultural identity and belonging of individuals and communities, as well as
supporting the local economy. However, cultural capital faces numerous
complex challenges in achieving a balance between economic and cultural
values due to differing priorities and needs. This can lead to threats to
authenticity, loss of cultural identity, distortion of traditional local character,
and deterioration of heritage sites.

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to shed light
on the importance of integrating the inherent economic and cultural values of
heritage. It seeks to leverage them in the strategies for developing heritage
tourism, contributing to long-term sustainability. The study analyzes the case of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a model, examining the policies it has
implemented to invest in its cultural heritage to promote heritage tourism and
achieve sustainable development. The research also aims to strike a balance
between economic benefits and the preservation of cultural identity.
Additionally, it presents a strategic model based on the integration of economic
and cultural values and mutual benefits to achieve sustainable tourism
development.

Keywords: Cultural capital, sustainable development, cultural heritage, local

economy, heritage tourism.
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