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Abstract

Tourism Awareness among Local Residents as a Key
Factor for Sustainable Tourism Development in Cultural
Heritage Sites: A Case Study of Abu Mina, Alexandria.

Local tourism knowledge plays a vital role in preserving
cultural heritage and ensuring its sustainability, reflecting a
society's commitment to protecting its cultural history. When
citizens have a deeper understanding of the importance of their
history, tourism development becomes more sustainable and
impactful. This highlights the need to study tourism awareness
in heritage sites to support their conservation. From this
standpoint, This study addresses the issue of tourism
awareness and its significant role in preserving cultural
heritage sites, focusing on the Abu Mina region in Alexandria.
The research aims to highlight the concept of tourism
awareness, identify the factors influencing its development
among the local population, and examine the relationship
between tourism awareness and the development of cultural
heritage sites. Additionally, the study evaluates the level of
tourism awareness among the local residents of Abu Mina.
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Employing a descriptive approach with a survey methodology,
a questionnaire was designed and distributed to a sample of
local residents in Abu Mina. This approach aimed to explore
the importance of tourism awareness in achieving sustainable
tourism development in the region. The research showed that
tourism awareness among local residents in Abu Mina is still
low in key aspects related to its importance as a global cultural
heritage site. While there is notable awareness of preserving
cultural heritage and using tourism to improve economic
conditions, a knowledge gap about the region’s religious
history hinders cultural tourism promotion. Residents
expressed willingness to support tourism development but
highlighted the need for awareness programs and infrastructure
improvements. The study recommended integrating residents
into tourism planning, enhancing awareness through training
programs, conducting periodic studies on tourism’s impact,
and establishing research centers to support sustainable
tourism and heritage preservation.

Keywords: cultural heritage, Abu Mina, sustainable tourism
development, tourism awareness.
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