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 الملخص 

ٚزُبٔل ْزا انجحث انحذٚث ػٍ الإنٓخ َسشد ٔ ٕٚضح أدٔاسْب فٙ انذٚبَخ انًصشٚخ انمذًٚخ 
ٔرنك  ثذساسخ انًصبدس انُصٛخ ٔانًُبظش انًسجهخ ػهٗ الاثبس انًخزهفخ  نٓزِ الإنٓخ ٔانزٗ 

انمذًٚخ ٔحزٗ َٓبٚخ انؼصشٍٚ انَٕٛبَٙ   رؤسخ يٍ  فزشاد يخزهفخ، ثذءًا يٍ ػصش انذٔنخ
ٔانشٔيبَٙ. ٔكبَذ َسشد ْٗ احذٖ الانٓبد انزٗ رًثم  انؼٍٛ انُبسٚخ نلانّ سع ٔ رُفث أَفبسٓب 

" انز٘ ٚؼُٙ ٚحشق أٔ ٚشزؼم. اسًٓب ٚؼُٙ nsrسًٓب يٍ انفؼم "إانُبسٚخ ضذ أػذائّ. ٔلذ اشزك  

كإنٓخ رحشق ٔرُفث انُبس. نمذ أضبءد انظلاو انزٙ رحزشق أٔ انًهزٓجخ. ْٔزا ٚزٕافك يغ دٔسْب 
نمبسة سع فٙ انؼبنى انسفهٙ ٔرنك ػٍ طشٚك ثصك انهٓت يٍ فًٓب لاَبسح  انطشٚك نًشكت سع 
. ٔكبَذ رًٓذ  انطشٚك نجؼث  سع أٔصٔسٚس يٍ خلال رذيٛش أػذائّ. رظٓش َسشد ٔششٚكزٓب 

 ٔأٔصٔسٚس.  ٔثسذ فٙ انكزت انذُٚٛخ انًخزهفخ ْٔى ٚحشلٌٕ جًٛغ أػذاء سع
ٔٚطجك ْزا انجحث انًُٓج انٕصفٙ ٔانزحهٛهٙ. ٔرٕصهذ انذساسخ إنٗ َزبئج يًٓخ يحذدح، يٍ 
ثُٛٓب أشكبل اسى الإنٓخ انزٙ اَزٓٗ يؼظًٓب ثًخصص انكٕثشا أٔ انُبس. كًب كشفذ ػٍ انٓٛئبد 

نكٍ انًخزهفخ انزٙ ظٓشد ثٓب ْزِ الإنٓخ، حٛث ظٓشد فٙ انشكم انجشش٘ ٔفٙ شكم انكٕثشا، ٔ
ُٚلاحظ أٌ َسشد كبَذ أكثش ظٕٓساً فٙ شكم انكٕثشا. ٔكزنك ٚزُبٔل انجحث  أشٓش الأنمبة انزٙ 
حًهزٓب ٔ أدٔاسْب ٔٔظٛفزٓب فٙ انذٚبَخ انًصشٚخ انمذًٚخ. كًب أٔضحذ انذساسخ  ػلالزٓب ثبٜنٓخ 

 الأخشٖ يثم )أٔصٔسٚس، سع، ٔثسذ، سٕثذٚذ، أسجذ، جحٕرٙ، يُح انجضاس(.

 :تاحيةفالكلمات الم

 وبست  ,رع أوزوريس ,نسرت

This paper dealt with goddess nsrt. It clarified her roles in Ancient 

Egyptian religion by studying the textual and iconographical sources for 

this goddess from different periods from the Old Kingdom to the end of 

the Graeco Roman eras. She was dealt as the fiery eye of Re who emitted 

her fiery breath against his enemies. Her name was derived from the verb 
"nsr" which means to burn or blaze. Her name means the flaming one or 

the one who burns .This is matching with her role as a burning goddess. 

She illuminated the darkness for the bark of Re in the underworld, by 

spitting flame from her mouth to illuminate the route. She destroyed the 

enemies of Re-Osiris to prepare his way for the resurrection. nsrt and her 

partner wpst1
 appeared on the  different books of the afterlife while 

burning all enemies of Re and Osiris.. This research applies the 

descriptive and analytical methodology. The study reached specific 

important results, including the forms of the goddess’s name which most 

of them terminated with the determinative of the cobra or the fire . It 

exposed also the forms of this deity, as she appeared in the human form 
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and in the cobra form, but it is noticed that nsrt was more apparent in the 

cobra form. Likewise, the most famous titles which she carried and her 

roles and function in Ancient Egyptian religion. The research clarified 

also her relation to the other deities like (Osiris, Re , Wepset, Sopdet, 

Aspet, Dhwty, Meneh).  
 

Keywords: 

Nsrt, Re-Osiris, wpst 
 

Introduction  

The ancient Egyptian linked fire to many of their deities and the 

executioners who inflict punishment on sinners and enemies, as well as 

he linked the fire with the gods who keep evil away from the bark of god 

Re on his journey to the netherworld.  

All goddesses related with the myth of the Eye of Re related closely with 

fire and lighting. Some of them were represented in cobra form while 

spitting flames from their mouths to illuminate the darkness in the 

hereafter or to burn the enemies of Re Osiris .It must be pointed out that 

there are twelve serpents that protect the procession of the god Re in the 

other world, and each serpent has a role in one of the hours of the 

netherworld. 
2
 

 
2. Literature Reviews  

Goddess nsrt  's name and iconography has been illustrated in the tombs, 

the temples and even the funerary objects dated back to different periods 

as follow.
 3
 

2.1. The Goddess’s Inscriptions in the Tombs, the Temples, the 

Sacred Books and the Funerary Object 

2.1. 1.The Goddess’s Inscriptions in Sacred Books 

The Old Kingdom 

2.1. 1..1Pyramid texts  

 Pyr.194b, pt.220 
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Iw n.f xr.T nt iw n.f xr nsrt   

He has come to you, O Neith crown 
4
 

He has come to you , O Nsrt  .
5
 

 Pyr. 196, pt. 221. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi nt hi inw hi wrt hi wrt HkAw hi nsrt   di.T  Sat N pn mi Sat.T di.T 
rwds.f r Xftyw.f 

O nt  crown, O inw crown , O wrt crown , O Werethekaw, O Nsrt . May 

you make the fear of this N like your fear. May you allow that his knife 

to be vigorous against his enemies.
6
 

The Middle Kingdom 

2.1. 1.2 Coffin texts  

 CT I 186, spell 44 
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Hi nt hi inw hi wrt hi wrt HkAw hi nsrt   msi .n.t wsir N pn pri.n.f 
im.T Ts pXr  

O Neith  crown, O inw crown , O Weret crown , O Werethekaw, O Nsrt 

.you have born this Osiris N He  has gone forth from you, you have come 

forth from him .
7
  

 Ct iv, 260-261c, spell 335 

 

Nsrt . It  comes after Osiris to burn up the power of his enemies  

Nsrt  pw wnn.s  m xt wsir r sAmt  bAw xftyw.f 

Nsrt  (The fiery serpent ). it follows after osiris to burn up the power of 

his enemies .
8
 

 Ct vi 322q, spell 691 

 

sHtp (.i)nsrt  nSnt 

The deceased says that he pacifies Nsrt  the raging one.9 

 Ct vii 163, spell 947 

 

i nsrt  xnty.t pr nsr 
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O Nsrt  who is the foremost  in the pr nsr 
10

 

The New Kingdom 

2.1. 1.3 Book of Caverns . 

  

 

\

 

I arty iptn nsrt  wpst aAw xprw nbwt sxrw m Htmyt wdw nsrw . Tn  
Asbt .Tn Xrw Hswt nt Xftyw wsir im.s 

O, these two cobras, Nesret and Wepset, who are great in forms, 

mistresses of the plans in the place of destruction. Throw your flame ,  

and light your fire  under this pot in which exist the enemies of Osiris  .11 

 

 

Htm xftyw xnty dwAt nsrt  di.s hh.s im.sn  

The enemies at the head of the Duat are perished   . Neseret placed   her 

hot breath  among them (burnt them up ).12 

2.1. 1.4 Book of the Dead 

 papyrus of nfr wbn.f,  chapter 71, , col. 124 

13 

Dhwty m pt mHyt sHtp nsrt  nbt nSn. 
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Thoth in the northern  sky pacifies Nsrt  , the lady of rage .14 

 papyrus of Ani,  chapter xciii, , col. 215 

 

wr sA wr nsrt  sA nsrt  

(I'm ) the great one, son of the great one , the fiery, son of Nsrt  

2.1.1.5 The book of Overthrowing Apep,  The papyrus of Bremner-Rhind 
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16 

sip.tn n wAwAt nsrt  aAt nbt rkH wnm Axt.s m bA.tn sswn hh.s m XAt.tn 
mDd.s tn m nbit wrt ds.s tn m ds.s dndn.s tn m dndn.s wnm.s.(tn) 
m nbit.s nsrt .s tn m nsrt .s hA.s (hwd.s) tn m hAt.s (hwd.s) rkH.s tn 
m rkH.s Am.s tn m Am.s  
 
You (Apophis ) will be convicted  by the fiery one ,nsrt,  the great one, 

the lady of heat, her  heat will devour your soul , her burst will torture 

your bodies, she will press on you with its majestic fire, it will cut you off 

with her knife, she  will outrage against you with her  anger,  torture 

(you) with her flame, burn you with her blaze, contract you with her fire, 

blast you with her heat, burn you with her heat. 17 

 papyrus of Bremner-Rhind, 22,22 

 

18 

spdt spdt nsrt  Aspt Hr(y) tkAw sxr. tn Dw kd m ds.tn 

be sharp sopdet Nsrt , Aspit the torchbearer, overthrow the evil one ( 

Apophis ) with your knife .
19

 

2.1.1.6 Third Hour of the Night , the coffin of Hr.sn.s at El Deir El 

Bahari, 26
th

 dynasty   

20 

Dhwty m pt mHyt sHtp nsrt  nbt nSn. 
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Thoth in the northern  sky pacifies Nsrt  , the lady of rage 

2.1.3. The God’s Inscriptions in Temples: 

Graeco Roman periods: 

2.1.3.1. the temple of Philae 

 Right of the Doorjamb of the central hall of the temple of Philae . 

 

DHwty sHtp nsrt  m smwt21 

Thot who satisfies Nsrt  in Biggeh
22

 

 2.1.3.2. Dendera  temple 

 Dendera  temple,  southern wall of Southern western chamber. 

  

nsrt  xnt pr nsr wd hh r Xftyw.s 

Nsrt  in the sanctuary of the flame , who spits flame against her 

enemies.23 

 Dendera  temple,  western wall of Southern western chamber. 

 

wsrt nsrt  aAt rkh pxAt wrt m tp n it.s 

The powerful , Nsrt  , whose fire is great, the great uraeus on the head 

of her father .24 

 Dendera  temple,  southern wall of Southern western chamber. 
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Nsrt  wrt nsr sbyw wd hh.s r Xftyw .s 

Nsrt  , the great one , who burns her enemies , who spits its burning 

breath against her enemies .25 

 Dendera  temple,  exterior doorjamb of Southern western 

chamber. 

 

wsrt nsrt  aAt nrw 

nsrt the powerful one , the great of terror.26 

 Dendera  temple,  exterior doorjamb of Southern western 

chamber. 

  

anx nTr nfr wtT n nsrt  

May the good god live, begotten by nsrt.27 

 Dendera  temple,  eastern western stairs. 

 
28 

mnHwy sHtp nsrt  m stpwt Haw nw Xftyw  

meneh who appeases nsrt with pieces of meat and the bodies of the 

enemies. 29 
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2.1.3.3 El kab    

 In the entrance of Ouadi el Halal, El kab  

 

sHtp nt DHwty shr ib m rnt pwy nsrt   

Thoth makes her heart content in her name nsrt "fiery ones".30 

2.1.3. 4 Edfu temple  

 Edfu  temple, western wall of  1
st
 chamber of Sokar  

 

  

 

Asbt wrt xnt imnt nbt stA.t  HA.f m nsrt  m wiA hrw sHr .sn xftyw.f ra 
nb ir sn sAw.f  wHm. sn mkt.f  

Asbet, the great one ,the foremost of the western , the lady of kindles, is 

behind him like Nsrt  in the day bark . They overthrows his enemies 

every day. They protect him, and they renew his protection.
 31

 

2.1.4. The God’s Inscriptions in tombs: 

 TT 34 of mntw m Hat, Southern wall of chapel B .  

 

wbn.f stwt.f m nsrt   

He rises with his rays as Nsrt 32 . 
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2.2. The Goddess’s Iconography  

2.2. 1. The human form: 

DOC. 1 

In the book of the earth (Aker),in the burial chamber of  tomb of 

Ramesses VI,  Goddess nsrt appears while standing behind a kneeling 

enemy, and tying his arms behind his back with blood streaming from 

his head. She guards here the place of execution when god Re crosses. 
33 

 

 

Fig.  1 a scene represents goddess nsrt  while standing behind a 
kneeling enemy, and tying his arms behind his back, Tomb of Ramesses 

VI , 19
th

 dynasty. 

 After 37, A. Piankoff, la creation du disque solaire, BdE 19, 1953, pl. D. 

XVII 

 

 

DOC. 2 

In the ceilings of the Hypostyle Hall  of Kom Ombo Temple , goddess 

Nsrt   appears  as a women wearing a long dress with a disc encircled a 

star on her head, symbolizing her celestial forces,
 34

  she raises her hands 

signifying her role in supporting  the celestial expanse. 
35

She is 

accompanied with her name   .  
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Fig.  2 a scene represents goddess Nsrt   as a women with a disc and a 
star on her head, raising her hands, the ceilings of the Hypostyle Hall  of 
Kom Ombo Temple , Graeco Roman periods. 

After J. De Morgan, Catalogue des monuments et inscriptions de l'Égypte 

antique I, Vienne, 1894, pl. 323. 

DOC. 3 In the southern wall of the eastern gate of the Opet temple at El 

Karnak, goddess Nsrt  appears in a kneeling attitude holding table 

loaded with offering of the Nile. Her name is engraved upon her head 

ns(rt).36Fig. 3 
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Fig.  3 a scene represents goddess nsrt  carrying offering table, the Opet 
temple at El Karnak, Graeco Roman periods. 

After C. De Wit, Les inscriptions du temple d’Opet, à Karnak, Bruxelle, 

1968, pl. 37 

2.2. 2. The Cobra Form: 

Doc. 4 In lower register of the 4th hour of the book of gates ,Nesret is 

represented as a huge  cobra in front of the shrine of khenty imnty who 

stands on a coiled serpent . Nesret is accompanied with its name . 
37fig. 4 

 

Fig. 4A scene represents nsrt  as a huge  cobra in front of the shrine of 

khenty imnty, tomb of Ramesses I, 19th dynasty. 

After E. Hornung, the Egyptian book of gates, Zurich, 2014, p. 119 
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 Doc. 5 

In the southern wall of chamber A  in Dendera temple, nsrt  appears as 

an erecting cobra standing on a pedestal . It is accompanied with its 

name .38 Fig. 5 

 

Fig. 5 Ascene represents nsrt  as a cobra erecting on a pedestal, 
Dendera temple, Graeco Roman periods. 

 

After É. Chassinat,  Le Temple de Dendera IX, Le Caire, 1987, 

pl.Dccclxxxii 
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Doc. 6 

In the lower register of the 1st hour of the imy dwAt, nsrt  is the First of 

twelve cobras which illuminate the darkness for the bark of Re in the 

underworld. Each one spits flame from its mouth to illuminate the 

route. 39fig. 6 

 

  

 
 

Fig. 6 A scene represents nsrt  as a cobra of twelve cobras which 

illuminate the darkness for the bark of Re, book of imy dwat, new 

kingdom  

After A. Piankoff, The tomb of Ramesses VI, New York, 1954, pl. 74 
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Doc. 7 

In Right wall of corridor G of The tomb of Ramesses VI , goddess Nsrt  

appears among 12 cobras  in the 3
rd

 register of the 9
th

 hour of book of 

imy dwAt. They stand on a clothing sign .they light the darkness in the 

chamber of Osiris and they overthrow also their flames from their mouths 

to burn the enemies in the netherworld.
40

  fig. 7  

 

Fig. 7 A scene represents goddess nsrt  appears among 12 cobras 

standing on a clothing sign, Right wall of corridor G of The tomb of 

Ramesses VI, 20
th

 dynasty  

 After A. Piankoff, The tomb of Ramesses VI, New York, 1954, fig. 83 

Doc.8 

In the book of the earth, in the burial chamber of  tomb of Ramesses VI,  

Goddess nsrt  appears as a cobra standing to right of the sun disc while 

to the left appears another cobra called wnmyt . To the right and the 

left stand another two gods who hold the snake which passes behind 

the head emerging from the disc.  41 Fig. 8 

 

Fig. 8 A scene represents nsrt  as a cobra protecting the sun disc from 

the right side ,   tomb of Ramesses VI,  20th  dynasty . 
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 After A. Piankoff, la creation du disque solaire, BdE 19, 1953, pl. D. 

XIII 

 

Doc. 9 

In the book of the day in the corridor of tomb of Ramesses VI , Godess 

nsrt  appears together with another four cobras, lying on their baskets , 

and there are stars over their heads  , and each one is accompanied with 

its name . nsrt is the first one in the row.
42

 Fig. 9 

 

 

 

Fig. 9 A scene represents nsrt  as a cobra lying on a basket In the book of 

the day in the corridor of  tomb of Ramesses VI , 20
th

 dynasty 

After A. Piankoff, Livre du Jour et de la, Nuit, BdE 13, 1942, pl. D. XIII 

3. Results and Discussion  

3.1 The Name of nsrt  

From the studied texts and scenes it is noticed that the name of nsrt was 

written in different ideograms as follow:
1 

 

Table 1: the name  

Name Form  

 
Era  

 

Location  

 

                                                 
1
 CHR. LEITZ, Lexicon der Ägyptischen Götter und Götterbezeichnung III, OLA 112, ( 

Leuven- Paris, 2002),p. 199 
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The  Old 
Kingdom  

Pyr.194b, 
pt.220 

 

 

The Middle 
Kingdom  

Ct iv, 260-
261c, spell 
335 

 

 

The Middle 
Kingdom  

Ct vi 322q, 
spell 691 

 

 

 

The Middle 
Kingdom  

Ct vii 163, 
spell 947 

 

  ,     
 

 

The New 
Kingdom 

Book of 

caverns 

 

The New 
Kingdom 

Book of 

caverns 

   
 

The New 
Kingdom 

Book of 
the Dead, 
papyrus of 
nfr wbn.f,  
chapter 71, 
, col. 124 

 

 
 

The New 
Kingdom 

The book 
of gates 

    
 

27
th
 dynasty the book of 

Overthrowi
ng Apep, , 
The papyrus 
of Bremner-
Rhind 

 
             The 26th 

dynasty 
Third Hour 

of the 

Night , the 
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coffin of 

Hr.sn.s at 

El Deir el 

bahari, 26
th
 

dynasty   
       

 

26th dynasty 
 

TT 34 of 
mntw m 

HAt  

 

    
 

The Graeco 
Roman period 

 

the temple 

of Philae 

 

     

The Graeco 
Roman period 

 

Dendera  

temple 

 
The Graeco 
Roman period 

 

Dendera  

temple 

  

 

The Graeco 
Roman period 

 

the 

entrance of 

Ouadi el 

Halal, El 

kab  

 

 

     
 

The Graeco 
Roman period 
 

The Edfu  
temple 

  
 

The Graeco 
Roman period 
 

Kom Ombo 
Temple 

 

The name of nsrt most probably was derived from the verb "nsr"  which 

means  to burn or blaze . It appeared since the Old Kingdom till the end 

of the Graeco Roman periods, her name ended with the determinative 
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of the fire  from the New  Kingdom  and the feminine sign  "t"  was 

added to mean "she who burns or the flaming one" . Faulkner 

mentioned that nsrt means " to make rage "
43

. While in wb II nsrt means 

the flame
44

, and in Gardiner it means the uraeus goddess and the flame. 

45
The sign ns   in nsrt  means the tongue , while sDt   

means flame or fire .there is a metaphorical relationship between the two 

signs like the metaphorical expression in the Arabic word  السنت اللهب, 

which means the flame tongues. This expression refers to the nature of 

the fire, which increased by destroying the surroundings.
46 

junker cited that the eye of Re appears as a fiery breathing  cobra under 

the name nsrt . He states that the eye of Re was mentioned in Philae 

where her satisfaction is performed by Thoth, 
47

and  sethe said that all 

goddesses related with the myth of the Eye of Re related closely with fire 

and lighting.
48

  

The red crown was attested under the name of  nsrt , as it may have the 

same symbolism of the fiery solar eye and it will  guarantee the full 

protection for  the deceased king .
49 

It is noticed that her name has been depicted in different ideograms, 

with two only determinatives, which are the sDt   or the 

determinative of an erected cobra , and sometimes it appeared 

without determinative50 . in dendera and edfu temples the cobra in nsrt  

appeared while spitting her fiery breath   referring to its role in 

burning the enemies of Re and wsir.  
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3-2 Titles 

She carried many titles as follow: 

Table 2: the titles  

Title Era Location 

nsrt  the raging one The Middle 

Kingdom  

 

Ct vi 322q, spell 691 
 

nsrt  who is the  
foremost in the pr 
nsr 

The Middle 

Kingdom  

 

Ct vii 163, spell 947 
 

nsrt  and Wepset, 
who are great in 
forms, mistresses of 
the plans in the 
place of destruction 

The New 

Kingdom  

 
 

 
 

Book of Caverns . 
 

nsrt  , the lady of 
rage 

The New 

Kingdom  

 

Book of the Dead, papyrus 
of nfr wbn.f,  chapter 71, , 
col. 124 

nsrt  ,  the great 
one, the lady of heat 

27th dynasty the book of Overthrowing 
Apep, , The papyrus of 
Bremner-Rhind 

sopdet nsrt  

, Aspit the 

torchbearer  

27th dynasty the book of Overthrowing 
Apep, , The papyrus of 
Bremner-Rhind 

The powerful , nsrt  , 
whose fire is great, 
the great uraeus on 
the head of her 
father 

Graeco Roman 

periods 

 

The temple of Dendera. 

nsrt  , the great one Graeco Roman 

periods 

 

The temple of Dendera. 
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nsrt  the powerful 
one , the great of 
terror. 

Graeco Roman 

periods 

 

The temple of Dendera. 

It is noticed that she carried many titles refer to her greatness and her 

power like Nsrt  the powerful one , the great of terror.  

she carried  also titles referred to her relation to the fire like sopdet Nsrt , 

Aspit the torchbearer, the lady of heat, mistress of the plans in the place 

of destruction, and who is the  foremost in the pr nsr, where she 

destroyed the enemies of Re , so she will enable him to reborn in the next 

day .  

She carried also the title " the uraeus on the head of her father  Re ''  

referring to her relation to god Re and her role in protecting him .  

3-3Functions and Roles of Nsrt      

She carried out many roles like the following roles: 

 She throw her flame, and light her flame under the pot in which 

exist the foes of Osiris  .51 

 nsrt burnt up The adversaries at the head of the Duat.52 

 Her heat will devour his soul of Apophis , her burst will torture 

his body, she will destroy him with its great flame, it will cut him 

off with her knife, she  will rage against him with her  wrath,  and 

torture him with her flame, burn him with her fire, , blast him 

with her heat.53 

 she spits flame against her enemies.54 

 Nesret in the day bark of Re , overthrows his enemies every day. 

And  protects him, and renews his protection 

 She guards here the place of execution when god Re crosses. 55 

 In the 1st hour of the imy dwAt, Apophis appeared as a cobra 

illuminating the darkness for the bark of Re in the underworld, by 

spitting flame from its mouth to illuminate the route. 
56 
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 In the 9
th

 hour of book of imy dwAt, she lights the darkness in the 

chamber of Osiris and overthrows also her flames from her 

mouths to burn the enemies in the netherworld.
57   

 He carried the essence of Libya in the sanctuary of Chentyt, to 

embalm the divine relics of the great god in the embalming 

workshop on the day of the burial of his mummy. 58 

3-4Forms of nsrt      

she  appeared in two forms : 

 

1. In a human form: 

In figure 1 Goddess nsrt appears while standing behind a 

kneeling enemy, and tying his arms behind his back with 

blood streaming from his head.  

In figure 2 goddess nsrt appears  as a women wearing a long 

dress with a disc encircled a star on her head, symbolizing her 

celestial forces in supporting  the celestial expanse.  

 

in figure 3 goddess nsrt appears in a kneeling attitude 

holding table loaded with offering of the Nile.  

2. In a cobra form 

In figure 4 nsrt is represented in the 4th hour of the book of 

gates as a huge cobra in front of the shrine of khenty imnty 

who stands on a coiled serpent. 

                  In figure 5 in Dendera temple, nsrt appears as an erecting 

cobra standing on a pedestal.  

                In figure 6 in the 1st hour of the imy dwAt, nsrt is the First of 

twelve cobras which illuminate the darkness for the bark of Re in the 

underworld. 

                In figure 7 In the 9th hour of book of imy dwAt  nsrt stands on 

a clothing  sign, and  lights the darkness in the chamber of Osiris  and  

overthrows also her flame to burn the enemies in the netherworld.  
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In figure 8 In the book of the Earth, goddess nsrt appears as a cobra 

standing to right of the sun disc. 

In figure 9 In the book of the day, goddess nsrt appears together with 

another four cobras, while lying on their baskets, and there are stars over 

their heads  . 

 

It is noticed that nsrt   was more apparent in the cobra form , and  

in most of the scenes she  appeared while lighting  the darkness 

for Osiris and Re , overthrowing  also her flame to burn their 

enemies in the netherworld. 

 

 

3-5 Relation with the other Gods 

 

Osiris: She throws her flame, and lights her flame under the pot in which 

exist the adversaries of Osiris  .
59

According to coffin texts she has born 

Osiris, and he has gone from her and vice versa.
60 

 

Re. Nsrt    appeared in the Books of the afterlife ( pyramid texts, coffin 

texts, book of the Dead, Book of caverns , the book of Overthrowing 

Apep , and of book of imy dwAt ) while burning all enemies of Re and 

Osiris. She appeared while lighting with her flame the route of the bark 

of Re.
61

 

Wpst: in Book of caverns , Nesret and Wepset Throw their flame ,  and 

light their fire  under the pot in which exist the adversaries of Osiris  .
62 

they  appeared in the books of the afterlife while burning all adversaries 

of Re and Osiris. they appeared as cobras in 9
th

  hour of book of imy 

dwat while lighting the darkness in the chamber of Osiris  and 

overthrowing also their flames from their mouths to burn the enemies in 

the netherworld 
63 

 , while in  the 1
st
   hour of the imy dwAt they appeared 

while  illuminating the darkness for the bark of Re in the underworld by 

spitting flame from their mouths to illuminate the route.
64
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Aspt: aspet was identified with Nsrt    in Edfu temple
65

, and both of them 

overthrow the enemy of Re every day, and they protect him. They renew 

his protection. in book of caverns they Throw their  flame ,  and light 
their fire  under the  pot in which exist the adversaries of Osiris  , and in 

the book of Overthrowing in papyrus of Bremner-Rhind they  overthrow 

Apep with their  knives .
66 

Dhwty: he pacifies goddess Nsrt    in Biggeh
67

, and satisfies her in her 

rage.  
68 

  

Meneh: According to a text in the temple of Dendera, he appeases Nsrt  

with pieces of meat and with the bodies of the enemies. 69 

 

Sekhmet 
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4-Conclusion 

From this study it is concluded that 

 

 The name of  nsrt   has been depicted in different ideograms ( 

, , , , 

, , , , 

, , , , ) . 

 The name of nsrt most probably was derived from the verb "nsr" 

which means to burn or blaze. It appeared since the Old Kingdom 

till the end of the Graeco Roman periods. Its name appeared only 

with the determinative of the cobra until the Old kingdom, while 

the determinative of the fire  started to appear in nsrt  from the 

New Kingdom.  

 She is dealt as the fiery eye of Re 

 All deities related with the legend of the Eye of Re related closely 

with fire and lighting.  

 The red crown was attested under the name of nsrt . 

 It is noticed that she carried many titles refer to her greatness and 

her power like Nsrt  the powerful one , the great of terror. she 

carried  also titles referred to her relation to the fire like sopdet 

Nsrt , Aspit the torchbearer, the lady of heat, mistress of the plans 

in the place of destruction, and who is the  foremost in the pr nsr. 

She carried also the title " the uraeus on the head of her father  Re 

''  referring to her relation to god Re and her role in protecting him 

.  
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 She appeared in the human form and in the form of cobra, but it is 

noticed that nsrt was more apparent in the cobra form. 

 Nsrt  was one of the Deities of Punishment in the Ancient 

Egyptian Books of the Afterlife ( pyramid texts, coffin texts, book 

of the Dead, Book of caverns , the book of Overthrowing Apep , 

and of book of imy dwAt ) 

 She carried out many roles as she throw her flame, and light her 

fire under the pot in which exist the enemies of Osiris , she  burnt 

up The enemies at the head of the Duat, and she  burnt Apep with 

her fire, She guards also the place of execution when god Re 

crosses, and she lights the darkness for the bark of Re  and 

overthrows also her flames from her mouth to burn the enemies in 

the netherworld .  

 Serpents and their fire were used as weapons that protected 

deities.  

 In Dendera temple , it is mentioned that the  king is begotten by 

Nsrt  

 The deceased in papyrus of Ani chapter xciii, , col. 2 called 

himself the fiery one , son of nsrt  ,  70 

 Goddess nsrt   may have a  celestial forces in supporting  the 

celestial expanse.  

 She was associated with many deities (Osiris, Re , Wepset, 

Sopdet, Aspet, Dhwty, Meneh).  

 
 

                                                 
1
 Goddess wepset appeared in the form of  a cobra, and sometimes the head of the cobra 

is surmounted with the horns of a cow with the disc of the sun in the middle , and 

sometimes she appeared as a cobra with a lioness head with the sun disc on her  head 

and two horns of the cow from the sides . it is considered one of the protective cobra 

deities . she appeared together with nsrt while lighting the darkness in the underworld , 

and she paved the way in the underworld by eliminating the enemies of Re  Osiris;  

المجلت العلميت لكليت سياحت وفنادق , ,  حامر محمذ على سعذالله , "المعبىدة وبسج ودورها  الذينى فى العالم الآخر "
 71, ص. 70071, الاصذار الاول, 71, العذد جامعت الاسكنذريت 

 



 

 

172 

 

Goddess nsrt   in Ancient Egyptian Religion 

                                                                                                                        
7

 71نفس المرجع السابك, ص. 

  
3
Chr. Leitz, Lexicon der Ägyptischen Götter und Götterbezeichnung III, OLA 112, 

Leuven- Paris, 2002., p. 199 
4
 The red crown is known under many names like dSrt, , nt,nsrt, and wrt HqAw, so it 

may have the same symbolism of the fiery solar eye and it will  guarantee the full 

protection for  the deceased king , K. , Goebs, Crowns in Egyptian funerary 

literature : royalty, rebirth, and destruction, Oxford, 2008, p. 155 

5  R.O.Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Pyramid Texts, Oxford, 1969, p. 48 

6 R.O.Faulkner, Pyramid Texts,p. 49 

7  R. O.Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts I,  (Warminstar, 1973), p. 36 

 

8R. O.Faulkner, Coffin Texts I, p. 264 

 

9R. O.Faulkner, Coffin Texts  ii, p. 256 
10 

R. O.Faulkner, Coffin Texts  iii , p. 85, 

11 A. Piankoff,'' le livre d'Quererts  ", BIFAO 43, pl. xcvii 

12A. Piankoff,'' le livre d'Quererts  ", pl. C 

13 S. Ratie, le papyrus de Neferoubenef (Louvre III 93), le Caire, 1968, pl. x, col. 124. 

 

14  A. Joseph, '' Divine Wrath in Ancient Egypt'',  EtudTrav 31, Warszawa, 2018, p.54 

15 E.A.W. Budge, the book of the Dead.Papyrus of Ani, London, 1913, pl.17, col.2 
16

R.O. Faulkner, The Papyrus Bremner-Rhind (BM No. 10188), BAe 3, Bruxelles 1933, 

33,7 

 
17

R.O. Faulkner, "The Bremner-Rhind Papyrus. The Book of Overthrowing 'Apep '', 

JEA 23, 2, 1937, p. 169 
18

 Bremner-Rhind, 22,22 
19

 R.O. Faulkner, "The Bremner-Rhind Papyrus, p. 166 

 

20 K. Griffin, '' The Ritual of the Hours of the Night on the coffins of Heresenes and 

Nespaqashuty from Deir el-Bahari'', Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean 27/2, 

Griffin 2018, p. 195 

 

21 A. Gaber,  The Central Hall in the Egyptian Temples of the Ptolemaic Period, 

Durham, 2009, p. 345 

22  G. Bénédite, Description et histoire de l’île de Philae. Textes hiéroglyphiques. Le 

temple de Philae. 1er fasc, Paris, 1893, p. 30 

 

23 É. Chassinat,  Le Temple de Dendara III, Le Caire, 1953, p. 186 

 

24  Dendera III, p. 185 

25 Dendera III, p. 186. 

26 Dendera III, p. 165 
27

 Dendera III, p. 173 

javascript:open_window(%22http://bib.ifao.egnet.net:80/F/LIRJJIMIX73EMQFJDHFFAS3GKX6TS3EU982C85BVIAXI4YPXP1-03657?func=service&doc_number=000043987&line_number=0024&service_type=TAG%22);


 

 

173 

 0202ديسمبر   –61عدد  -جامعة المنصورة  –مجلة كلية السياحة والفنادق 

 

                                                                                                                        
28

 Dendera VII, p.196 

 
29

 One of the rituals that are performed  in the temples of Sekhmet , a ritual known as 

appeasing Sekhmet , the lioness, daughter of Re , and this ritual  was performed by 

placing pieces of meat of sacrifices , which symbolizes the flesh of enemies, on the fire 

in  front of her statue, see  

جامعت ¸كليت الاثار’ , رسالت ماجسخير غير منشىرة  النار فى مصر القذيمت حخى الذولت الحذيثتباسم محمذ سيذ, 

 القاهرة , ص.
30

 Ph.Derchain, El Kab I. les Monuments Religieux ὰ  l' entrée de l' Ouady Hellal, 

Bruxelles, 1971, p. 60 
31

 É.  Chassinat, le Temple de Edfu I , Le Caire, 1892, 197 
32

J. Assmann, sonnenhymnen in Thebanischen Gräbern, Mainz am Rhein , 1983, 42a, p. 

58-59 

 
33

 A. Piankoff, la creation du disque solaire, BdE 19, 1953, p. 56 

 
34

J. De Morgan, Catalogue des monuments et inscriptions de l'Égypte antique I, Vienne, 

1894, p.256, pl. 323. 

  
35

  Sh. M. Hafez, '' The Mythological Significance of aHai.t ; The Goddess of the South'', 

(IJTHS), O6U, Vol. 6 No. 1, January 2024, p. 11 
36

 C. De Wit, Les inscriptions du temple d’Opet, à Karnak, Bruxelle, 1968, pl. 37 

 
37

 E. Hornung, Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits nach den Versionen des Neuen 

Reiches, Genève, 1980, p.124  

 
38

 É. Chassinat,  Le Temple de Dendera IX, LE Caire, 1987p. 158 
39

 E. Hornung,  Texte zum Amduat. Herausgegeben von Erik Hornung. Teil I. 

Kurzfassung und Langfassung, 1. bis 3. Stunde, . Genève, 1987, 143 

  

40 A. Piankoff, The tomb of Ramesses VI, New York, 1954, p. 297 

 

41 A. Piankoff, la creation du disque solaire, BdE 19, 1953, p. 50 

 

42 A. Piankoff, Livre du Jour et de la, Nuit, BdE 13, 1942, p. 7; Id., , The tomb of 

Ramesses, p. 395. 

 

43 R. Faulkner, A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, Oxford, 1972, 140 

 

44 Wb II, 335- 336 
45

 A. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar. Being an Introduction to the study of the 

Hieroglyphs, London, 1927, p. 575 

46 H. Rashwan, '' Ancient Egyptian Image – Writing between the unspoken and visual 

poetics'', JARCE 55, 1999, p. 151 
47

H. Junker, Der Auszug der Hathor- Tefnut aus Nubien , Berlin , 1911, p. 31. 



 

 

174 

 

Goddess nsrt   in Ancient Egyptian Religion 

                                                                                                                        
 

48  K.Sethe, Zur altägyptischen Sage vom Sonnenauge, das in der Fremde war, 

Hildesheim, 1912, p. 11-12 

49  K. , Goebs, Crowns in Egyptian funerary literature , p. 155 

 

50 Wb II, 335- 336 

51 A. Piankoff,'' le livre d'Quererts  ", pl. xcvii 

52A. Piankoff,'' le livre d'Quererts  ", , pl. C 

53R.O. Faulkner, "The Bremner-Rhind Papyrus, JEA 23, 2, 1937, p. 169 

54 É. Chassinat,  Le Temple de Dendara III, Le Caire, 1953, p. 186 

 

55 A. Piankoff, la creation du disque solaire, p. 56 

 

56 E. Hornung,  Texte zum Amduat. Herausgegeben von Erik Hornung. Teil I. 

Kurzfassung und Langfassung, 1. bis 3. Stunde, Genève, 1987, 143 

  

57 A. Piankoff, The tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 297 

 
58

 É.  Chassinat, Le Temple de Dendara X/2 , le Caire, 1997, p. 225. 
59

 A. Piankoff,'' le livre d'Quererts  ", , pl. xcvii 

60  R. O.Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts I,  , p. 36 

 
67

 61,ص.  حامر محمذ على سعذالله , "المعبىدة وبسج ودورها  الذينى فى العالم الآخر " 
62

 Ahmed Samy Abd Al-sameea, " Role of Wepset in the Ancient Egyptian Religion", 

Annals of the Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University -Volume 43 (July -September 

2015), p. 446. 
63

 A. Piankoff, The tomb of Ramesses VI, p. 297 

 
64

 61, ص. حامر محمذ على سعذالله , "المعبىدة وبسج ودورها  الذينى فى العالم الآخر 
65

 edfu I, 197 
66

مجلت البحىد ودورها فى العقيذة المصريت القذيمت",   Asbtأحمذ صلاح محمذ الشارلى, " المعبىدة آسبج   
 71, ص. 7072,العذد الخامس , سبخمبر  والذراساث الآثريت

67  G. Bénédite, Description et histoire de l’île de Philae, p. 30 

 

68 S. Ratie, le papyrus de Neferoubenef, pl. x, col. 124. 

 
69

 A. Gaber, ” mnH, “ the Butcher'' and lord of the Butchers Demons'', Journal of 

Ancient Egyptian Interconnections, vol. 25 (March 2020), p. p3 

70 E.A.W. Budge, the Book of the Dead.Papyrus of Ani, pl.17, col.2 


