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The Religious Symbolism of Architectural Space
within the church Building: A Case Study of
Churches in Upper Egypt

Religious Christian architecture relied heavily on
symbolism. A church building was not merely a
structure serving a specific function, but rather, each
space within the church held a specific symbolism in
its form. Christian architects were able to express
religious symbolism through the nature of their designs
and the shapes they used in the construction process.
They employed various geometric shapes, such as
squares, triangles, and circles, to shape the interior
spaces of churches or to form decorative elements.
Each of these shapes carried a specific religious
symbolism. This research explores the nature of this
space within the church and its religious symbolism,
with a specific focus on churches in Upper Egypt.
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