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The impact of the inauguration of the
Suez Canal on the urbanization of the city
of Cairo until the end of the reign of
Khedive Ismail 1869 - 1879

Abstract

Cairo has a distinguished strategic location, great
monuments, and stunning views of the Nile River, which
had a great impact on it, as Herodotus said, “Egypt is the
gift of the Nile.” It was necessary to shed light on the
streets, squares and palaces that had been constructed in the
city of Cairo in preparation for the opening ceremony of the
Suez Canal and to receive the kings and princes of the
world to attend the opening ceremony.

The opening ceremony of the Suez Canal was a
historic, even legendary, ceremony witnessed by the whole
world and by the guests of Egypt from many parts, whether
from the Western world or the Islamic world. It was natural
for this to call for an urban renaissance to receive the guests
of Egypt and to facilitate their stay there, which took a
period of a journey. In the Nile Valley, for a period of
twenty-eight days other than the reception and celebration
ceremonies, many projects were completed, ranging from
facilities for reception and accommodation, paved and
illuminated roads leading to them, and likewise various
picnic areas.

From here, the researcher divided her article into
three main sections, with sub-points below them, dealing
with the above. The first section dealt with roads, bridges,
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and squares with their lighting, the second dealt with
reception and addition palaces, and finally to picnic areas.
Each section was arranged in a historical order, from oldest
to newest.

Keywords: Suez Canal, Khedive Ismail, Al-Azbekiya,
Khedive Opera, Saray Al Jazeera, Aquarium, Zoo.
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