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Abstract 

Somalia has an Important strategic location and Its 

coasts overlook the south of the Red Sea, the Gulf 

of Aden and the Indian Ocean, That's why 

European countries looked forward to occupying 

this country, and the British Army in Aden began 

to interfere in the internal affairs of the ports of 

Somalia since 1868, Therefore Khedive Ismail 

decided to protect these lands, which belonged to 

the Ottoman Empire, and asked the Ottoman 

Sultan to include the ports of Zeila and Berbara in 

his state, The Sultan granted his request in 1875, 

Ismail achieved what he wanted and was able to 

take full control of the African Red Sea coast. 

Although the Egyptian rule of these ports did not 

last long, it left a clear mark and contributed to the 

reconstruction and development of these ports, But 

Britain did not hesitate to occupy these ports after 

its occupation of Egypt, in 1884 Egyptian forces 

was evacuated from Somalia, The research 

examines the importance of Somalia's ports and the 

Egyptian government's policy in the ports of 

Berbara, Balhar and Zeila, its most important 
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urbanization work, and Britain's policies to seize 

these ports. 

Keywords: Khedive Ismail, Somalia ports, 

Berbara, Bulhar, Zeila. 
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