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Abstract:

The Egyptian religion was polytheistic and their pantheon
included numberless deities, daemons, spirits, and ghosts. These
spiritual beings were of varying importance, according to the
powers they had. Some had influence over the world at large, the
scope of others, among them the Dead Ones, was more limited.
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But even if these were of the lowest rank of immortal beings,
they continued to have an existence of sorts and participated, as
their names were slowly forgotten over the years, to an ever
diminishing degree in the lives of their descendants

As in many cultures, ancient and modern, cults of
individual ancestors in Egypt had a finite existence. Once those
who remembered the deceased died and there was no direct link
to the past, the cults were abandoned and artefacts associated
with them were discarded or reused.

The phenomenon of ancestor cults and associated
activities in Egypt have not been covered in great depth. In this
book, which evolved from my doctoral thesis, | address the issue
of ancestor worship, drawing together a diverse range of sources
in order to present as complete a view as possible.

The ancestor cult was a common feature of pharaonic
society, aiming to provide social cohesion to extended families as
well as close intermediaries with the netherworld. As active
members of their respective households, ancestors were objects
of veneration and care but were also subject to social obligations
toward their kin. Ancestor worship thus appears as an active,
multifaceted social activity, operating at different levels
(individual, domestic/family, community ) .Ancestor worship
played an important role in pharaonic ideology, both in the
political (for legitimization purposes) and domestic spheres
(cohesion of social units).

The communication with the dead was thus done largely
at the behest of the living and on their terms. This relationship is
also apparent in modern rural Egypt, where ‘much effort is
normally undertaken to dissuade the soul of the departed to
return to the land of the living except for specific feast days and
for specific feasts
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